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COVERING THE U. S .  OFFSHORE WIND MARKE T

WorkBoat + Wind is a quarterly digital 
publication dedicated to the growing 
U.S. offshore wind market, produced 
by the only publication that covers the 
entire U.S. workboat market.
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Offshore Wind farms in U.S. territorial waters will make a lot of 
people money. They will will make some people a lot of money. 

For instance — attorneys.
How much litigation have you read about already that’s tied 

to where these windmills should be placed, possible violations 
of the Jones Act, what the farms will do to commercial fishing 

grounds, what they will do to ocean species, etc.
As an example, the Texas Public Policy Foundation recently 

filed a lawsuit charging that BOEM has so prioritized 
offshore wind energy development that it is bypassing real 

environmental review and failing to consider alternative sites 
that won’t harm the commercial fishing industry.

The lead plaintiff, Seafreeze Shoreside Inc. of North Kingston, 
R.I., is a homeport and major processor for the Northeast squid 
fleet. Captains there are adamant they will not be able to fish if 
Vineyard Wind and other planned turbine arrays are erected in 

those waters. So who will win? The lawyers.
 Cutting greenhouse gases is a noble cause. But it’s also about 

politicians, corporations, unions, lobbyists, and big oil companies. 
The everyday citizen, meanwhile, shouldn’t expect too much 

from these wind farms, especially in the beginning.

Ken Hocke, Senior Editor  |  khocke@divcom.com

Editor’s Note

WorkBoat + Wind and WorkBoat.com are produced by the team that 
brings you the International WorkBoat Show. The WorkBoat brand has 
been connecting qualified buyers with leading suppliers for more than 

75 years. WorkBoat delivers high quality information to all segments of 
the North American maritime industry through WorkBoat Magazine, 

WorkBoat.com, and the International WorkBoat Show.

© 2021 Diversified Communications

Wind News Bitts

BOEM approves South Fork Wind 
‘habitat alternative’ plan 
The South Fork Wind project design will be 
reduced from 15 turbines to 12 under a modified 
construction and operations plan, the federal 
Bureau of Ocean Energy Management confirmed 
in a record of decision Wednesday.
The agency adopted a “habitat alternative” 
turbine layout as its preferred plan out of the 
environmental impact study for the project, 
planned for 35 miles east of Montauk, N.Y., by 
wind developers Ørsted and Eversource.

Fishermen say offshore wind surveys rip 
up gear: ‘There has to be accountability’
East Coast fishermen told of their gear torn up by 
survey vessels working for offshore wind energy 
developers, as the federal Bureau of Ocean 
Energy Management opened its public process 
toward mitigating the newcomer industry’s 
impact on seafood providers.
Conch fisherman James Hahn said he witnessed 
a survey boat running over his trap lines off 
Maryland, and hailed the vessel on VHF radio.
“They said they had the right to survey,” 
Hahn told BOEM officials in an online Zoom 
meeting in December.                          

BOEM says ‘no significant impact’ from 
New York Bight wind leasing
Afinal environmental assessment of plans to 
offer up to 800,000 acres in the New York Bight 
for offshore wind leases foresees “no significant 
impact” from early geophysical surveys and other 
preparations. It’s a step toward the Bureau of 
Ocean Energy Management’s plan for offering up 
to 10 additional wind leases in the waters from 
Delaware Bay to Long Island.
The assessment also considers project easements 
associated with each potential lease and related 
right-of-way grants for subsea cable corridors 
in the New York Bight.         
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By Kirk Moore, Contributing Editor

Turbine manufacturer Siemens Gamesa is planning to 
use a U.S. Gulf of Mexico inspection, maintenance and 
repair vessel, modified for a new role in the South Fork 

Wind energy project east of Montauk, N.Y.

Working with Otto Candies LLC, Des Allemands, La., Siemens 
Gamesa will utilize the 332’x67.5’x20.5’ Paul Candies, an IMR 
built in 2018, modified to serve in the turbine construction, 
operations and maintenance role.

Brigitte Hagen-Peter, marine assets and operations manager 
for Siemans Gamesa U.S., described the plan briefly Tuesday 
at an ABS panel discussion on offshore wind vessels in New 
Orleans.

The move comes as an imminent global shortage of heavy-lift 
capable wind turbine installation vessels is clouding prospects 
for industry expansion. That’s driving close examination of 
what it will take to adapt existing U.S. offshore assets and 
enable projects off the East Coast to proceed.

Siemens Gamesa to 
contract Gulf IMR vessel 
for turbine project

By Kirk Moore, Contributing Editor

BOEM designates wind energy area about  
20 miles off central California Coastline

The Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) announced the 
designation of the Morro Bay Wind Energy Area (WEA) offshore California. 
The WEA is located approximately 20 miles offshore from the central 

California coastline and contains approximately 240,898 acres (376 square miles).

BOEM will now prepare an Environmental Assessment (EA), as required 
under the National Environmental Policy Act, to consider potential impacts 
from site characterization activities (e.g., biological, archeological, geological, 
and geophysical surveys) and site assessment activities (e.g., installation of 
meteorological buoys) within the WEA. BOEM’s preparation of the EA will initiate 
a public comment period along with two virtual public meetings.

“Offshore wind presents a significant opportunity for California and our nation 
as we transition to clean, renewable energy. Today’s announcement represents 
significant progress towards that future,” BOEM Director Amanda Lefton said in 
a statement. “As the process continues, BOEM is committed to environmental 
reviews, which are critical for a strong resource management program, and to 
robust public engagement.”

The designation proves that offshore wind is not just for the East Coast. 

California Call Areas and Wind Energy Area 
Map. Bureau of Ocean Energy Management 
photo.

The Paul Candies, an offshore inspection, maintenance and repair vessel 
in the Gulf of Mexico, will be modified to help install turbines on the South 
Fork Wind project east of Montauk, N.Y. Otto Candies photo.

The expense of newbuild installation and service vessels 
is daunting. Speakers at the ABS event said the price level 
around $100 million for a service operations vessel (SOV) 
for building, operations and maintenance will require at least 
a 10-year charter contract or contracts or to be financially 
viable.

“We don’t have the project pipeline at this point” to support a 
newbuild SOV project, said Hagen-Peter.

Siemens Gamesa decided instead to solicit suggestions 
from U.S. operators, said Hagen-Peter, posing the challenge: 
“Here’s our operational requirements, show us what you 
can do.” More details about the plan were not forthcoming. 
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By Jeremiah Karpowicz, Editorial Director

During the “State of Offshore Wind” panel 
discussion that took place at Workboat 
Show 2021, various experts across the 

industry came together to talk through the 
current status of the offshore wind industry. One 
of those experts was Liz Burdock, president and 
CEO of the Business Network for Offshore Wind, 
a national nonprofit organization dedicated to 
building the U.S. offshore wind supply chain.

We caught up with Liz to talk about some of 
the insights she shared on stage, how things 
have changed in the offshore wind market, what 
tools her organization provides members with to 
participate in the offshore wind industry sector.

CLICK HERE TO VIEW

Insights from Workboat Show 2021:  
The Business Network for Offshore Wind 
defines a path forward

Liz Burdock, president and CEO of the Business Network for Offshore Wind spoke with 
Jeremiah Karpowicz the Editorial Director for WorkBoat. 

		 Read More click here
https://youtu.be/3cOwYPlIDDE
https://www.northstarmarineinc.com/
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growth and regional economic 
opportunities through the creation 
of a U.S.-based rock supply chain 
network, which will be needed 
to supply subsea rock installation 
activities, from quarries in states 
along the East Coast.

Ulstein Design and Solutions B.V. 
was commissioned by the Great 
Lakes Dredge to design the vessel 
using state-of-the-art technology.

More types of offshore vessels vessels are 
coming to U.S. waters. Ulstein Design & 
Solutions image.

Great Lakes Dredge to build 
first Jones Act offshore wind 
subsea rock installation vessel

AGreat Lakes Dredge & Dock Corp. announced today that it has signed 
a contract with Philly Shipyard Inc. to build the first U.S.-flagged Jones 
Act-compliant, inclined fallpipe vessel for subsea rock installation. The 

461’x112’ vessel will service the U.S. offshore wind energy industry. 

The $197 million contract “marks a milestone for our company, the U.S. offshore 
wind industry and our nation,” said Lasse Petterson, Great Lakes Dredge & 
Dock’s president and CEO. “The unique, technologically advanced vessel we 
are constructing is an essential step towards building the marine infrastructure 
required for this new industry, which holds so much promise for our nation 
economically and environmentally.”

The vessel will be U.S. owned, built, operated and crewed, and will meet all 
conditions of the Jones Act.

The vessel will transport and strategically deposit loads of rock on the seabed, 
laying scour protection for offshore wind farm foundations, cables and other 
structures. The company said the vessel is expected to help spur additional job 

By Kirk Moore, Contributing Editor

By Jonathan Barnes, Correspondent

More job growth expected in 
offshore wind energy

Several paths are leading professionals to the nascent U.S. offshore wind 
industry, and no two paths are exactly alike. Many discover the sector 
through prior work in the maritime industry, but why they chose to join the 

fast-growing offshore wind sector often tends to be a personal choice.

For some people, such as Brigitte Hagen-Peter, a marine asset and operations 
manager based in Florida for Siemens Gamesa, the move into offshore wind was 
a natural progression. As a youth growing up in Florida, Hagen-Peter and her 
brothers would go boating anytime they could. She’d regularly drive the boat to 
the beach with her brothers so they could spend the day surfing. They’d travel the 
Intercoastal Waterway, past Port Everglades, and she would dream of her future.

“I’d look at all these massive ships from our little 17-foot Dusky and think, ‘How 
cool would it be to drive one of those,’” Hagen-Peter said.

Later, in following her passion for boating, she studied marine transportation and 
international maritime business at Massachusetts Maritime Academy. That led her 
to navigating tugboats at the Port of Miami, cruise ships around the Caribbean, and 
drillships in the Gulf of Mexico, then across the Atlantic into the Mediterranean and 
eventually around to the Indian Ocean. And that wandering, led her eventually into 
the new offshore wind sector.

A wind turbine under construction with a lift 
boat on site. Siemens photo.

“For the past five years or so, 
states have been creating market 
opportunities for offshore wind 
by committing their utilities to 
procuring energy from offshore 
wind farms—certain amounts, 
over a certain period of time. So, 
the market is certainly there for 
offshore wind.” 

— Kyle Kingman, President of      
    Offshore Power LLC.
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By Kirk Moore, Contributing Editor

State officials in Massachusetts and Maryland 
announced on Friday that they have selected offshore 
wind proposals to bring an additional 1,600 megawatts 

of potential generation for each state.

The Massachusetts projects are Commonwealth Wind, 
a 1,232 MW joint venture by Avangrid Renewables, 
and Mayflower Wind, a 400 MW plan. The projects are 
especially significant for the expectation they will bring 
new investment to the port cities of Salem and Falls River, 
including new shipbuilding, and construction of a cable 
facility at Brayton Point.

Brayton Point, the site of an old coal generation plant, has 
electric ’s grid infrastructure and waterfront location for “an 
ideal interconnection location for offshore wind,” according 
to Mayflower officials.

Over the last three years Anabaric redeveloped the site for 
using state-of-the-art high voltage direct current technology 
that minimizes marine cabling, and sold its transmission 

Massachusetts, Maryland award new offshore 
wind contracts as industry continues to grow

Salem, Mass., is envisioned as the state’s second wind port to support the 
Commonwelth and Mayflower projects. Avangrid rendering.

rights to Mayflower Wind in summer 2021.

“Anbaric specializes in developing transmission 
infrastructure for offshore wind and other forms of clean 
energy,” said Anbaric CEO Clarke Bruno. “Brayton Point was 
once the site of New England’s largest coal plant, and we 
began positioning to replace that power with clean offshore 
wind energy three years ago. We are thrilled to see this 
project moving forward.”    

THE MOST RELIABLE 
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extreme conditions. 

www.marinejetpower.com
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www.marinejetpower.com
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Offshore wind takes center stage at 
the International WorkBoat Show 
By Kirk Moore, Contributing Editor

It’s part of the Biden Administration’s drive for 30 
gigawatts of offshore wind power potential by 2030.

While the Biden administration makes its extraordinary surge to enable 
offshore wind energy development, that enthusiasm is running up 
against realities of building a supply chain and a capable U.S. wind 

fleet.

With an impending worldwide shortage of turbine installation vessels capable of 
handling the next generation of bigger wind machines, the next few years may only 
see exactly one U.S.-flagged WTIV at work off the East Coast.

Some foreign-flag WTIVs can serve U.S. waters projects, using the work-around 
of U.S. vessels carrying components out to construction sites. But that raises a 
collection of other issues around cost, safety and efficiency.

Those issues dominated at the 2021 International WorkBoat Show in New Orleans, 
where advocates for the evolving U.S. wind sector and veterans of the legacy Gulf 
of Mexico energy industry talked face to face.

 “The challenge is everyone’s waiting for projects to commence,” said Steve 
Smardacki of Moran Shipping Agencies, during an ABS panel discussion on offshore 
wind Nov. 30. “When it happens, they will be forced into the supply chain.”

“When it happens, 
they will be forced 
into the supply chain.”
“Nobody’s going 
to pull the pistol 
until they can make 
money” building these 
new vessels.
—  Darren Truelock,  
     Vice President of Vard US.

As offshore wind energy grows in importance nationally, it is mirrored by  the time 
devoted to the subject at the  International WorkBoat Show.  Doug Stewart image.
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“Nobody’s going to pull the pistol until 
they can make money” building these 
new vessels, said Darren Truelock, vie 
president of Vard US. He wonders if 
the U.S. flag WTIV “may be one and 
done” for the moment with Charybdis, 
Dominion Energy’s WTIV taking shape 
at a Texas shipyard. “It’s a moving 
target” with bigger and bigger turbines 
in the future, he added.

The Dec. 2 Think Tank session on offshore wind held the attention of a large audience, with its 
discussion of the opportunities that wind power offers to the maritime industry — and vessel 
shortages, supply chain needs and other challenges the industry faces. Doug Stewart image.

In the meantime, “we can come up 
with a solution that works, at first,” said 
Chad Verret, executive vice president 
of Harvey Gulf. Existing U.S. offshore 
vessels can be converted — if the 
European-dominated wind industry can 
set aside its demand for top-of-the-line 
accommodations, he suggested.

A newbuild “is more functional and 

more efficient, but at what cost?” said 
Verret. “The industry just has to work 
with us.”

That’s one route being taken by turbine 
manufacturer Siemens Gamesa is 
planning to use a U.S. Gulf of Mexico 
inspection, maintenance and repair 
vessel, modified for a new role in the 
South Fork Wind energy project east of 
Montauk, N.Y.

Working with Otto Candies LLC, Des 
Allemands, La., Siemens Gamesa 
will utilize the 332’x67.5’x20.5’ Paul 
Candies, an IMR built in 2018, modified 
to serve in the turbine construction, 
operations and maintenance role.

Brigitte Hagen-Peter, marine assets 
and operations manager for Siemans 
Gamesa U.S., described the plan briefly 
Tuesday at an ABS panel discussion on 
offshore wind vessels in New Orleans.
The move comes as an imminent global 
shortage of heavy-lift capable wind 
turbine installation vessels is clouding 
prospects for industry expansion. 

APRIL 26—28
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That’s driving close examination of 
what it will take to adapt existing U.S. 
offshore assets and enable projects off 
the East Coast to proceed.

The expense of newbuild installation 
and service vessels is daunting.

 Speakers at the ABS event said the 
price level around $100 million for a 

service operations vessel (SOV) for 
building, operations and maintenance 
will require at least a 10-year charter 
contract or contracts or to be 
financially viable.

“We don’t have the project pipeline at 
this point” to support a newbuild SOV 
project, said Hagen-Peter.
Siemens Gamesa decided instead to 

solicit suggestions from U.S. operators, 
said Hagen-Peter, posing the challenge: 
“Here’s our operational requirements, 
show us what you can do.” 

A spokeswoman for Siemans Gamesa 
said the company could not share more 
details about the plan.

ABS panelists noted that using lower-
emission propulsion systems for 
vessels is a priority for offshore wind 
developers, and the Paul Candies is 
equipped with the Siemens Blue Drive 
C propulsion power management 
system that increase efficiency and 
reduces emissions from the four 
Caterpillar 3516C mains.

Many other Gulf of Mexico offshore 
service operators see opportunity in 
the early stages of the U.S. offshore 
wind industry – and its impending 
shortage of suitable workboats.

With two Northeast projects approved 
by the Bureau of Ocean Energy 
Management and 12 construction and 

Shival Sapre, senior VP sales & marketing Americas for Kongsberg Maritime, OMSA President and 
CEO Aaron Smith, and Kirk Moore. Doug Stewart image.

3101 Oxbow Cir. Cocoa, FL 32926 

www.shipinteriorsystems.com
www.tspmarine.com


Page 13  |  WorkBoat + Wind  |  Vol. 4

operations plans submitted, “what 
you will be seeing over the next 24 
months…is these churning through the 
process,” said Liz Burdock, CEO and 
president of the Business Network for 
Offshore Wind, at a Dec. 2 breakfast 
meeting.

It’s part of the Biden administration’s 
drive for 30 gigawatts of offshore wind 
power potential by 2030. Some 14 
GW in offshore power commitments 
secured by states and developers will 
translate to about 1,000 turbines off 
the East Coast, said Burdock.

But “if we rely solely on newbuilds, 
we won’t reach the 2030 target,” said 
Burdock.

The sole U.S.-flag wind turbine 
installation vessel, the Charybdis, 
now under construction for Dominion 
Energy, will have a 2,200-ton capacity 
crane able to handle the coming 
generation of 12- to 14-megawatt 
turbines, and it’s already committed for 
years.

points be carried on U.S.-built, -crewed 
and -owned vessels.

“It’s claimed the Jones Act will halt 
offshore wind. I’m here to tell you 
that’s not true,” said Aaron Smith, 
president and CEO of the Offshore 
Marine Service Association. “The 
U.S. maritime industry has always 
responded to the market.”

Smith cited how OMSA member 
companies built a new class of subsea 
construction vessels for the Gulf of 
Mexico oil and gas industry, resulting in 
a fully U.S.-flag fleet.

Given “certainty and predictability,” 
U.S. operators have made those kinds 
of long-term investments in dredging 
vessels, and can do the same for wind, 
said Smith.

“Some say we are too pure on the 
Jones Act, we wear that proudly too,” 
he added. “A belief you can get around 
it, or a failure to enforce it,” will stop 
offshore wind development in U.S. 

The lack of Jones Act-compliant WTIVs 
has been one theme in arguments that 
U.S. wind development is hobbled 
by the law, which requires that 
merchandise moving between U.S. 

“There will be enough 
gravy in offshore wind 
that Louisiana will get 
its share,” he said.
—  Louisiana state Rep. Joe  
     Orgeron, co-founder of 2nd    
     Wind Marine LLC, Galliano, La.
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waters, he cautioned.

Political support for the Jones Act is 
such that Congress amended the law 
to cover “valueless merchandise,” said 
Smith. That was one critique raised 
by OMSA in a recent report that cited 

Each panelist brought their unique perspectives on offshore wind, from building the supply chain and 
developing new technology, to how long-established offshore expertise from oil and gas can apply to 
wind power. Doug Stewart image.

use of a foreign-flag survey vessel to 
transport sea floor soil samples to 
shore in Virginia earlier this year.

Survey operators countered they 
followed guidance from U.S. Customs 
and Border Protection. Smith said 

it’s a problem of lawyers seeking 
exemptions.

“All of these little loopholes have been 
created by bureaucrats in private 
correspondence,” he said. “When 
certainty has been presented to the 
U.S. industry, we’ve always responded.”

In fact, “utilizing Gulf of Mexico 
assets (in wind development) has 
been happening for a while now,” said 
Louisiana state Rep. Joe Orgeron, 
co-founder of 2nd Wind Marine LLC, 
Galliano, La.

There is intense interest in joining that 
business, he added: “Three times a 
week I get calls from small machine 
shops, oil and gas suppliers” asking 
how they can get involved.

Orgeron said decades of “Cajun 
ingenuity” applied in the Gulf oilfields 
translate well to the wind sector. 

https://www.hamiltonjet.com/
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What lies ahead for offshore 
wind and hybrid propulsion 

Offshore wind energy, pushed by the Biden administration as a keystone 
of its climate policy, could have parallel effects — boosting U.S. 
shipbuilding and cutting the maritime industry’s own emissions with 

new propulsion technologies.

Much of December’s International WorkBoat Show focused on questions about 
how a future U.S. offshore wind fleet may take shape. Experts with ABS, which 
has a leading role in setting standards for those vessels, offered some guidance. 

There are 16 construction and operation plans anticipated by 2025, nine 
are now in the environmental review stage by the Bureau of Ocean Energy 
Management, said Greg Lennon, ABS vice president for offshore wind. 

With the Vineyard Wind and South Fork Wind projects approved off southern 
New England, and the Coastal Virginia Offshore Wind project moving closer to 
permitting, top ports of the moment are Providence/North Kingston, R.I., New 

By Kirk Moore, Contributing Editor 

Offshore wind energy could have parallel 
effects — boosting U.S. shipbuilding 
and cutting the maritime industry’s own 
emissions with new propulsion technologies.

“The U.S. support fleet 
will need nine to 12 
service operations 
vessels; four to five 
cable lay vessels; 50 
crew transfer vessels; 
and four to six wind 
turbine installation 
vessels.”

— Wei Huang, ABS principal  
    for global offshore. 

ABS is deeply involved with reviewing designs for all  
elements of the future U.S. offshore wind fleet. ABS Photo.
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OFFSHORE 
WIND MAY 
GIVE HYBRID A 
BOOST
U.S. offshore operators have 
solidified their position in the 
offshore wind market thanks to 
congressional allies that kept 
renewable energy under the 
same rules as oil and gas.

A new U.S. offshore wind fleet 
would bring new investment 
to hybrid propulsion, on top of 
global pressure to cut emissions 
for public health and climate 
benefits.

“This is a momentous push to cut 
emissions, to move away from 
diesel. It won’t happen” without 
major government support, said 
Morgan Fanberg, president of 
Glosten.

Wind operators will be major 
movers on hybrid. Blount Boats, 
Warren, R.I.,  will build four 99’ 
hybrid ready CTVs for delivery 
in 2023-2024 for American 
Offshore Services. The twin-
hull vessels will be powered 
by four Volvo Penta IPS900 
propulsion drives, two in each 
hull.

WindServe Marine LLC, New 
York, is already working to green 
up its energy use, said managing 
director Josh Diedrich.

“We’re looking at shoreside what 
we can do to reduce emissions, 
and how to reduce emissions on 
our vessels…what we’re really 
looking at is electrification,” 
Diedrich said on the ABS 
panel. “As an industry, we have 
to come to an agreement on 
how we want to go green.” 
The technologies are more 
expensive, so there will need to 
be day rate compensation, he 
noted.  

The offshore wind industry faces a shortage 
of wind turbine installation vessels capable of 
handling 12- to 14-megawatt machines. ABS 
photo

Mayflower Wind and Gladding-Hearn Shipbuilding announced plans to build a hybrid battery diesel 
electric crew transfer vessel to serve the developers’ south New England project. Mayflower Wind 
rendering.

Bedford, Mass., and Portsmouth, Va., 
he said.

To achieve the Biden administration’s 
goal of 30 gigawatts of offshore wind 
energy by 2030, the industry would 
need to build some 45 substations 
for routing power from turbines, said 
Lennon.

The probable number of turbines 
that would be built is “a moving 
target” as turbine manufacturers 
continue to scale up the size of their 
future machines, according to James 
Bennett, BOEM’s renewable energy 

chief. As a rough estimate, Bennett 
said 100 turbines would generate 1 
GW — which, if built out, would be 
about 3,000 towers on the Outer 
Continental Shelf.

ABS analysts project that the U.S. 
support fleet will need nine to 12 
service operations vessels (SOVs); 
four to five cable lay vessels; 50 crew 
transfer vessels (CTVs); and four to 
six wind turbine installation vessels 
(WTIVs).

Fleet composition will depend on 
project location and ports in use, said 
Wei Huang, ABS principal for global 
offshore. 

Depending on the distances they 
need to cover, some CTVs may be 
capable of 24 hours operation or 
more with accommodations, said 
Huang. 

Wind developers are anxious to 
adopt low-emission, low-impact 
power systems for their service 
fleets, and hybrid power is already 
being adopted in Asia markets, said 
Huang. She foresees “most if not all 
CTVs” will have some combination 
of batteries and low-emission main 
power.

SOVs will tend to be in the 60- to 
90-meter range (197’ to 295’), with 
a complement of 40 to 80 crew and 
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technicians on board, said Huang.
“They will be 24/7, basically hotel 
vessels,” said Lennon. The European 
wind industry has a high standard for 
accommodation and want that here to 
attract a comparable U.S. workforce, 
he said.

“They’re bringing the knowledge and 
experience … that would make the 
quality of life better for workers in the 
U.S. industry,” said Lennon. 

ABS and Vard offered one prospect 
in December 2019, when the 
classification society awarded an 
“approval in principle” for a Jones Act-
compliant version of Vard’s 4 07 SOV.
Vard describes its 218’×55.7’ design 
as “a suitable vessel for small wind 
parks in harsher environment. Despite 
the cost effective size, the operability 
is close to that of most larger SOVs.

 This is because of the large center-
mounted gangway, good motion 
characteristics and DP capability.”
Vessels with stabilized gangways 

– commonly known in Europe as 
walk-to-work designs – will be a must 
for operations and maintenance of 
the large wind turbine arrays now 
envisioned by developers.

How soon the SOVs are scheduled 
for delivery will vary by developers, 
said Lennon: “It may come sooner in a 
construction role, depending on how 
the projects are built. It is very much 
geographic dependent.”

THE NEXT WTIV?
The biggest question remains when 
a second U.S.-flag WTIV will be 
ordered to follow the Charybdis, 
a 472’×184’×38’ WTIV now under 
construction for Dominion Energy by 
Keppel AmFELS at its Brownsville, 
Texas, shipyard. With a lifting capacity 
of 2,200 tons Charybdis will be able 
to handle the next generation of 12- 
to 14-MW turbines standing over 800 
feet tall.

But the upsizing is unlikely to stop 
there. On Dec. 1 Eneti Inc. exercised 

an option with Daewoo Shipbuilding 
and Marine Engineering to build a 
second next-generation offshore 
WTIV in South Korea for $326 million.

Eneti says it is looking for the right 
time to build a Jones Act-compliant 
WTIV for the U.S. market, and the 
planned Daewoo vessel gives some 
idea of the size.  

An NG-16000X design by GustoMSC, 
it will be equipped with a Huisman 
2,600-ton leg encircling crane, giving 
it capability to install turbines as large 
as 20 MW in depths of 65 meters 
(213’). The vessel will be future-
adaptable to operate on LNG or 
ammonia fuel.

Industry observers said prospective 
builders still need guarantees that 
they will have 10 years of contracts to 
build another Jones Act WTIV.

“These are high capex projects and 
everyone’s looking for that long-term 
certainty,” said Lennon. “That’s the 

LEARN MORE about the workforce opportunities that this untapped, domestic 
clean energy resource will bring for mariners at SupportOffshoreWind.org

Growing  
offshore wind =  
American Jobs
With 74 different occupations needed to 
design, build, and operate an offshore wind farm, 
U.S. offshore wind will create thousands  
of new, good-paying American jobs  
for the maritime and manufacturing sectors. 

https://cleanpower.org/
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type of difficulty the developers are 
facing as well as the builders.” The 
whole industry is busy exploring U.S. 
shipyard capabilities and capacity 
over the next few years, he added.

“The challenge is everyone’s waiting 
for projects to commence,” said 
Steve Smardacki of Moran Shipping 
Agencies, during an ABS panel 
discussion on offshore wind in New 
Orleans Nov. 30. “When it happens, 
they will be forced into the supply 
chain.”

“Nobody’s going to pull the pistol 
until they can make money,” said 
Darren Truelock, vice president of 
Vard US. He wonders if the U.S.-flag 
WTIV “may be one and done” for 
the moment with Charybdis. “It’s 
a moving target” with bigger and 
bigger turbines in the future, he 
added.

Meanwhile, Truelock said Vard is 
looking to push the cost pf SOVs 
“below the $100 million threshold,” 

but steel costs and equipment 
delivery delays will be a challenge.
Converting existing Gulf of Mexico 
assets to use on wind projects might 
offer short-term answers.

“We can come up with a solution 
that works, at first,” said Chad Verret, 
executive vice president of Harvey 
Gulf. A newbuild “is more functional 
and more efficient, but at what cost?

In December 2019 ABS issued an approval in principle for a Vard SOV design for U.S. projects. Vard 
photo.
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Jones Act skirmishes coming 
in US offshore wind

Sessions discussing offshore wind attracted big audiences at the 
International WorkBoat Show in December. One recurrent theme was 
impending shortages of suitable workboats for building and operating 

offshore wind turbine arrays — and whether the new industry requires using 
foreign-flag vessels.

“It’s claimed the Jones Act will halt offshore wind. I’m here to tell you that’s 
not true,” said Aaron Smith, president and CEO of the Offshore Marine Service 
Association.

Smith spoke out about what he sees as an impulse among some players in the 
wind sector to win exemptions from the Jones Act with its requirement for 

By Kirk Moore, Contributing Editor 

As the Biden administration pushes on with 
its drive toward 30 gigawatts of offshore 
wind energy potential by 2030, so are U.S. 
offshore operators pressing their demands 
for strict enforcement of the nation’s 
maritime laws. “It’s claimed the 

Jones Act will halt 
offshore wind. I’m 
here to tell you 
that’s not true.”

— Aaron Smith, President  
    and CEO, OMSA

Aaron Smith, president and CEO of the Offshore Marine Service 
Association, addresses a breakfast meeting on offshore wind energy at the 

2021 International WorkBoat Show in New Orleans. Doug Stewart photo.
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The Geoquip Saentis transits at Norfolk, Va., on May 12, 2021. OMSA photo.

merchandise to be carried between 
U.S. points in U.S.-built, -owned and 
-crewed vessels.

“The U.S. maritime industry has 
always responded to the market,” 
Smith told audiences at the show.

He cited how OMSA member 
companies built a new class of subsea 
construction vessels for the Gulf of 
Mexico oil and gas industry, resulting 
in a fully U.S. flag fleet.

Given “certainty and predictability,” 
U.S. operators have made those kinds 
of long-term investments in dredging 
vessels, and can do the same for 
wind, said Smith. “Some say we are 
too pure on the Jones Act. We wear 
that proudly too. A belief you can get 
around it, or a failure to enforce it,” 
will stop offshore wind development 
in U.S. waters, he cautioned.

Political support for the Jones Act is 
such that Congress amended the law 
to cover “valueless merchandise,” said 
Smith. That was one critique raised 
by OMSA in a recent report that cited 
use of a foreign-flag survey vessel to 
transport sea floor soil samples to 
shore in Virginia earlier this year.

Survey operators countered they 

followed guidance from U.S. Customs 
and Border Protection. Smith said, 
it’s a problem of lawyers seeking 
exemptions.

“All of these little loopholes have 
been created by bureaucrats in 
private correspondence,” he said. 
“When certainty has been presented 
to the U.S. industry, we’ve always 
responded.”

CPB letters of interpretation, Smith 
said, are “a house of cards” that 
wind developers pursue at some 
political peril. The same goes for any 
attempts to evade Jones Act crewing 
requirements, as growing publicity 
about Northeast wind projects draws 
increased scrutiny from Congress, he 
added.

Smith’s brief address drew applause 
from the audience, where Gulf 
operators and suppliers were well-
represented.

OMSA set the scene for that debate 
two week before, with its release of a 
report alleging operators of a foreign-
flag geotechnical survey vessel had 
been in violation of the Jones Act 
while working on a Virginia offshore 
wind energy project.

The 264’x59’ vessel Geoquip Saentis, 
“a Chinese-built, Bahamian-flagged, 
Swiss-owned offshore supply vessel…
operated for most of 2020 and 2021 
in U.S. offshore wind fields,” including 
survey work for the Dominion 
Energy Coastal Virginia Offshore 
Wind project and the Vineyard Wind 
project off southern New England, 
according to the 34-page paper 
addressed to top Coast Guard and 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
officials.

One key allegation in the paper is that 
seafloor soil samples transported by 
a foreign-flag survey vessel to shore 
for testing constitute “merchandise” 
as described in the Jones Act. “The 
Geoquip Saentis has repeatedly 
transported and continues to 
transport merchandise between U.S. 
points, including transporting subsoil 
samples from points on the U.S. 

Outer Continental Shelf (“OCS”) to 
U.S. ports for testing,” OMSA stated. 
“That transportation violates the 
Jones Act.”

Operator Geoquip Marine replied in 
its own lengthy statement, disputing 
among other points the OMSA claim 
about Jones Act cargo violations.

“Geoquip Marine vessels do not 
transport cargo or merchandise. 
The Geoquip Saentis is an IGSV, it 
is dedicated to research, and has 
world-leading drilling technology and 
an onboard laboratory. It collects 
seabed data, allowing geotechnical 
parameters to be derived and 
supporting environmental research.

“Geoquip Marine has historically 
relied upon the longstanding position 
that research work of the type that 
it is specifically focused on analyzing 
the characteristics of the seabed is 
not covered by the provisions of the 
Jones Act.”

It looks like the historic Jones 
Act feuding between energy 
multinationals and U.S. operators in 
the Gulf of Mexico is coming to the 
East Coast.
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Blount to build four CTVs for  
American Offshore Services
By Michael Crowley, Correspondent

As enthusiasm continues building for developing a 
viable offshore wind-energy industry, Blount Boats  
in Warren, R.I., is at the head of the pack when it 
comes to building vessels capable of servicing  
offshore wind platforms. 

Blount Boats built the first U.S. crew transfer vessel, the Atlantic Pioneer, 
in 2016 and the third CTV, Atlantic Endeavor, in late 2020. Both 
catamaran Jones Act CTVs were built for Atlantic Wind Transfers in 

North Kingstown, R.I.

Recently, Blount was awarded a contract to build four twin-hulled crew 
transfer vessels for American Offshore Services, which is owned by SEA.O.G. 
Offshore, New Bedford, Mass., and Europe-based Northern Offshore 
Services, which provided the basic design for the new CTVs. They will be built 
sequentially, with fabrication work on the first CTV due to start in early 2022. 
The scheduled delivery date is May 31, 2023.

The four CTVs will be appreciably different from the Atlantic Pioneer and the 
Atlantic Endeavor, in terms of size and propulsion systems. The “new boats are 
significantly bigger,” said Blount Boats project engineer Luther Blount. They 
will stretch out to 99'×36.7', while the Atlantic Pioneer is 70.2'×23.9' and the 

“The new CTVs 
will be launched 
as hybrid-ready 
vessels. “Everything 
is being done to 
make a future 
upgrade to hybrid 
very easy.” 
— Luther Blount, Project      
    Engineer, Blount Boats Inc.

When built, the vessels will be the first hybrid ready offshore wind crew 
transfer vessels operating in the U.S. American Offshore Services rendering.
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At nearly 100', the new CTV design is a significant step up in size and capability from the first Jones 
Act crew boats. American Offshore Services rendering.

Atlantic Endeavor is 64.9'×28.4'. 

Blount Boat’s first two CTVs are 
powered by a single MAN 1,400-hp 
V12 in each hull, matched up with 
waterjets from HamiltonJet. That 
produces a service speed of 24 
knots, while the soon-to-be-built 
CTVs are to have a pair of Volvo 
Penta IPS900 propulsion drives in 
each hull, made up of 700-hp Volvo 
D13s with pod drives with forward 
facing counter rotating props. 

The Volvo 700-hp rating “gets out 
of the Tier 4 emission requirement,” 
noted Blount. “For the horsepower, 
it does provide a very efficient 
and maneuverable solution.” He 
estimated that the power package 
should provide a top speed of 
around 28 knots, while cruising at 24 
to 25 knots.

The four CTVs are being referred to 
as “G-Class CTVs,” but Blount noted 
that this class name has no bearing 
on regulations or codes but is an 
internal title for Northern Offshore 
Services CTVs operating in Europe.

The new CTVs will be launched as 
hybrid-ready vessels. “Everything is 
being done to make a future upgrade 
to hybrid very easy,” said Blount. 
The middle of the boats will have a 
large void for battery storage and 
other spaces are being set aside for a 
hybrid package. “Compared to trying 

to do a conversion on a boat you 
really didn’t plan for, this will be easy 
down the road.” 

There will be accommodations for at 
least six crewmembers and seating 
for 24 wind-farm technicians. That 
includes a galley for the crew, who 
will often stay overnight on the boat, 
and a kitchenette arrangement with 
a microwave and fridge allowing 
passengers to make their own lunch. 

When taking equipment to 
windfarms, the CTVs will be able to 
transport two 10’ containers on the 
aft deck and eight 10’ containers 

forward of the wheelhouse, where 
there will also be a Palfinger 
PK12002 deck crane. But the total 
cargo capacity can’t exceed 40 tons.

With four CTV contracts in hand, 
Blount Boats is looking to expand 
its facilities. Historically the Rhode 
Island boatyard has been “a builder 
of steel boats in the weather,” Marcia 
Blount, president of Blount, said, 
indicating that steel boats can be 
constructed outside of an enclosed 
shop. “But with aluminum you 
cannot do that in the north. What 
we need with aluminum is covered 
space.”
 
 Currently Blount Boats has a 
fabricating shop big enough to build 
two boats. “Our plan is to build 
another hull shop that will fit two 
more,” she said. That expansion will 
accommodate the current contracts 
but Blount, who has been after 
CTV contracts for 11 years, is also 
thinking of the future. 

“We’re thrilled. It’s here now,” she 
said of the move to establish the 
offshore wind industry. “If they 
develop all the leases that have been 
purchased, they are going to need 
a lot of boats,” and with expanded 
building facilities, she sees Blount 
Boats continuing to be an active 
player in that market.

The larger CTVs will include overnight accommodations and deck space for 10’ cargo containers. 
American Offshore Services rendering.
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